
I affirm under the penalties for perjury that the fore 

my knowledge and belief. 

'ng representations are true and correct to the best of 

STATE OF INDIANA IN THE STEUBEN CIRCUIT/SUPERIOR COURT 
SS: 

COUNTY OF STEUBEN 

State of Indiana 
vs. 

MATTHEW R. HOOVER  

CAUSE NUMBER: 

PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT 

The undersigned, being duly advised of the penalties for perjury, deposes and says upon information and 

belief 	that 

Murder 

MATTHEW R. HOOVER has committed the offense(s) of 

, and in 

 

support thereof says as follows: 

   

1. That this affiant is a Detective 	 with the Steuben County Sheriffs Department 

 

    

2. That the accused is a competent adult over 	the age of eighteen years, whose date of birth is 

July 14, 1992 

3. That on  JUrle22-23,2021 	 12:44 P.M. 	 at approximately 	  

 

, the following events took place: 

 

     

See attached report 

Christopher Emerick 

Steuben County Sheriffs Department 
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PROBABLE CAUSE NARRATIVE 

DETAILS: (1) On 6/23/2021 at approximately 12:44 PM Detective Emerick overheard Steuben County 

Communications dispatch Steuben County EMS, Angola Fire Department and Deputy Hottell to 395 Ln 

200 E Lake James in reference to an unresponsive female covered in what appeared to be blood. 

Emerick was on CR 200 N near SR 827 when the call was dispatched. Emerick responded to the address 

and arrived just after Deputy Hottell. 

(2) Emerick observed Deputy Hottell, Steuben County EMS and Angola Fire personnel enter the 

residence. Emerick entered the residence and proceeded through an eating area, kitchen and then into 

a living room area. Emerick observed the aforementioned personnel in what appeared to be a bedroom 

area off of the living room. Emerick entered the bedroom and observed what appeared to be an elderly 

female lying face down near the foot of the bed. Emerick observed what appeared to be blood, starting 

on the wall at the head of the bed and going diagonally across the bed to where the female, later 

identified as Wilma Ball, was laying. 

(3) Emerick observed Wilma's legs were off the bed, through training and experience, Emerick observed 

what appeared to be lividity in her lower legs/feet. Based on the lividity and the amount of blood on the 

bed, Emerick believed Wilma was deceased. 

(4) Emerick attempted to locate the source of the blood, however was unable to observe any apparent 

or obvious injuries to Wilma in her current position. Based on the amount of apparent blood, Emerick 

was unable to ascertain if Wilma's death could be a result of natural causes, i.e. a gastrointestinal bleed 

or from some other cause. Emerick requested Detective Rowlands from the Steuben County Sheriff's 

office to make the scene as well as the Steuben County Coroner's office. 

(5) Emerick checked the inside of the residence for any other injured parties. Emerick located a 

bathroom and another room off of the living room area and observed there were no occupants in either 

room. As Emerick was entering the back room, which is located on the lakeside of the residence, Deputy 

Hottell opened the rear door of the residence from the outside. The rear door of the residence is located 

on the lakeside and is accessible via a wooden deck. Emerick asked Hottell if the rear door was unlocked 

and he stated it was. 

(6) Emerick walked back through the kitchen and located a laundry area, a half bathroom, a door leading 

to the garage as well as a stairwell leading upstairs. Emerick checked the areas and didn't observe any 

occupants. Emerick went upstairs and observed an open area with two separate beds, a bathroom and a 

closet. Emerick checked the areas and didn't observe any occupants. 

(7) Emerick was told by one of the Deputies, two females had come to the residence to check on Wilma, 

as she missed her 9:10 AM golf game with them. The deputy stated they had attempted to contact 

Wilma via telephone and text, however received no answer. The females came to Wilma's residence in 

an attempt to check on her. The females were unable to contact Wilma and were unable to make entry 

into the house. Emerick was told a neighbor by the name of Max, had a key for the residence and 

unlocked the front door for them. The females entered the residence and found Wilma lying on the bed. 

(8) Emerick was told by one of the deputies that Wilma lived at the residence by herself. While waiting 

for Detective Rowlands and the coroner, Emerick began taking photographs of the outside of the 

residence. Emerick observed the residence was a two-story with an attached garage, and the front was 
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facing lane 200 E. The rear of the residence faced Lake James. Emerick observed a wooden deck 

attached to the rear of the house with a pier leading to the water. Emerick did not observe any boats 

docked at the pier. While taking the photographs, Emerick observed a window on the garage was 

partially open. The window was located on the south side and was near the front door of the residence. 

Emerick observed the screen for the window appeared to have been cut/torn. Emerick observed the 

screen was cut/torn from the lower right corner up approximately half way and across the bottom 

approximately halfway. Emerick observed the window was a crank out type style with a screen on the 

inside. Emerick observed the frame of the screen appeared to be slightly pushed inward. 

(9) Emerick began to photograph the interior of the residence starting with the front door. As you enter 

the residence, the first area is an eating area with a table and chairs. Off to the north is a small 

countertop which contained a laptop and other office type items. Walking through those areas to the 

west you enter the kitchen. As you continue West, you enter a living room area containing chairs, a sofa, 

TV stand with TV, table with chairs and other normal living room type furniture. Off the northeast corner 

of the living room there is a full bathroom. On the southwest corner of the living room, is a room which 

contained a futon bed, a nightstand and a dresser. Emerick observed one of the closet doors inside this 

room was open. 

(10) As you walk north from the eating area and the office area you enter a small hallway. There is a 

doorway on the east side of the hallway which leads to a garage. Inside the garage, Emerick observed a 

white Ford Edge. Emerick further observed a multi-colored dress sock, as well as a blue sock with an 

orange Real Tree logo lying on the floor just inside of the entry door near the Ford Edge. The socks were 

located close to the open window with the cut screen Emerick observed earlier. Through the course of 

the investigation, it was determined that Wilma Ball lived alone. Both socks appear to be socks that a 

male subject would wear. It is also noted that no other male clothing was located within the Ball 

residence. Further, the socks also appeared to have animal hair on them; and Wilma Ball is not believed 

to have had any pets. Therefore, it is believed that the socks may have been brought into the Ball 

residence and/or left in the Ball residence by the assailant/murderer of Wilma Ball. 

(11) At the end of the hallway to the west, Emerick located a half bathroom, a utility closet and a small 

laundry area. To the east of the laundry area, Emerick observed a set of stairs, which led to the second 

story of the residence. 

(12) At the top of the stairs was an open type room which contained two beds. Emerick observed one of 

the beds was on the east wall while the other bed was along the south wall. Emerick observed there 

were some other furniture in the room to include nightstands, small chairs, a desk with a sewing 

machine, a desk, a shelf with knickknacks and other bedroom type items. Emerick observed on the south 

wall there was a door which led to a closet area. As you walk through the bedroom to the west you 

enter an area with a bathroom sink and countertop. Emerick observed on the south wall opposite the 

bathroom sink a bathroom area containing a toilet and shower stall. 

(13) While upstairs Emerick observed on a nightstand next to the bed along the east wall, a Michelob 

ultra-beer can. Emerick observed the beer can was upside down. Emerick observed an open Michelob 

ultra-beer can inside the bathroom area sitting on the toilet tank lid. Emerick observed the beer can was 

open and the contents had been removed. 
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(14) Emerick entered the bedroom where Wilma ball was located. As Emerick photographed the room, 

Emerick observed the room contained what appeared to be a queen size bed, a dresser, a filing cabinet, 

a nightstand, a folding type chair, a television hanging on the west wall, and a wooden table just inside 

the door. Emerick observed what appeared to be a closet along the south west corner of the room with 

the doors open, and two closets along the north wall of the bedroom. Emerick observed several blue-

and-white matching pillows on both sides of the bed. The pillows were either leaning up against the 

north wall, on the folding chair, or leaning up against the filing cabinet. Emerick observed a small piece 

of white furniture at the end of the bed with a blue cushion. 

(15) Emerick observed what appeared to be a large amount of blood on the bed. Emerick noted there 

were two pillows on the bed against the east wall. Emerick observed what appeared to be blood on the 

pillow located on the southeast side of the bed. Emerick observed what appeared to be a blood trail 

leading from this pillow towards Wilma. Emerick observed what appeared to be some spots of blood on 

the wall directly behind this pillow as well. Emerick observed Wilma was covered up with a comforter. 

Emerick was later told the two friends of Wilma who had discovered the body had covered her with the 

comforter upon seeing her on the bed. 

(16) As Emerick entered the room, Emerick observed what appeared to possibly be a chunk of reddish 

substance on the floor near the dresser. The dresser was located along the west wall directly across 

from the foot of the bed. Emerick observed a red stain on the carpet underneath of this object. 

(17) Emerick observed what appeared to be clots of blood on the bed between Wilma's body and the 

pillow. Based on training and experience, Emerick initially thought Wilma might have suffered from a 

medical condition causing a severe gastrointestinal bleed. Emerick observed what appeared to be a 

mouth guard lying on the bed in the area of the blood clots. 

(18) Emerick observed Wilma's shirt to be partially pulled up to about the middle of her torso. Emerick 

observed what appeared to be pajama bottoms lying on the floor next to Wilma's left foot. 

(19) Emerick observed what appeared to be a drop of blood on the door handle of the bedroom door. 

Emerick observed the blood was on the exterior side of the door. Emerick was later told the bedroom 

door had been shut when Wilma's two friends discovered the body. During their interview they stated 

the bedroom door was shut when they walked into the residence and they opened the door whereupon 

they discovered Wilma. The door was then left open upon them exiting the residence. 

(20) Upon completion of taking the photographs, Emerick waited for Coroner Snyder to arrive on scene. 

Prior to Snyder arriving on scene, Detective Poe with the Indiana State police and Detective Rowlands of 

the Steuben County Sheriff's office arrived at the residence. Emerick conferred with Poe and Rowlands 

as to what Emerick had observed so far. Emerick noted while taking the photographs, nothing appeared 

to be disturbed or out of place in the residence indicating a burglary or someone ransacking the house, 

as if looking for something. Emerick noted, other than the bedroom where Wilma was located, the 

house was very neat and orderly. Shortly thereafter Snyder arrived on scene. 

(21) Emerick briefed Snyder on what Emerick knew and observed prior to his arrival. Emerick led Snyder 

into the residence and into the bedroom where Wilma was found. The comforter was removed from 

Wilma so a better examination of the body could occur. Upon removal of the comforter, Emerick 

observed Wilma was not wearing any clothing on her lower body. Emerick observed Wilma to be lying 
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face down with her right leg off the northwest corner of the bed and her left leg off the northeast corner 

of the bed. The corner of the bed was between Wilma's legs and the position of the body suggested 

Wilma could have possibly been sexually assaulted. Emerick had Rowlands pick up the pajama bottoms 

which revealed a pair of underwear. Emerick observed what appeared to be red stains on the 

underwear and pajamas, which through training and experience, Emerick believed to be blood. 

(22) Snyder and Emerick examined the body as it was discovered on the bed. Emerick observed Wilma 

was still wearing her wedding ring on her left ring finger. Emerick observed the shirt Wilma was wearing 

had red stains appearing to be blood on the back of the shirt near the upper right shoulder area and 

cross the upper back. Emerick observed what appeared to be blood on Wilma was left hip/buttocks. 

Through Emerick's training and experience, Emerick believed the blood to possibly be transfer from 

either an object or the fingers of some one's hand. No obvious injuries were observed by either Emerick 

or Snyder at this time. 

(23) Snyder instructed Emerick, Rowlands and Poe to assist him with removing Wilma from the bed. 

Snyder brought in a cot and placed it near the foot of the bed. Wilma was rolled over onto her right side 

and placed in a supine position on the cot. Snyder conducted a further examination of the body in an 

attempt to locate the source of the blood. Snyder located what he believed to possibly be two laceration 

or puncture wounds to the neck area of Wilma. Based on Snyder's observations it was determined an 

autopsy would be conducted on Wilma at the Northeast Indiana Forensics Center in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana. 

(24) Photographs of Wilma's body and injuries were taken by Emerick. Paper bags were placed over 

Wilma's hands to protect any potential evidence. Snyder secured Wilma's body inside a body bag which 

was then secured with a security tag. Snyder transported Wilma to the Northeast Indiana Forensic 

Center. Emerick contacted the Steuben County Prosecutor's Office regarding the investigation and 

requested a search warrant be obtained for the residence. 

(25) Once the search warrant was obtained, the residence was searched by Detectives Emerick and 

Rowlands with the Steuben County Sheriff's Office, Detectives Poe and Quick with the Indiana State 

Police and Indiana State Police Crime Scene Technician Stevens. 

(26) Emerick and CSI Stevens attended the autopsy at the Northeast Indiana Forensic Center. Prior to 

the autopsy occurring, a sexual assault nurse examiner from the Fort Wayne Sexual Assault Center 

conducted a sexual assault examination on Wilma Ball. Upon completion of the sexual assault 

examination, Emerick collected the completed sexual assault examination kit for evidence from the 

SANE. 

(27) Emerick met with Dr. Wagner who conducted the autopsy. Emerick briefed Dr. Wagner about the 

investigation and circumstances known to Emerick. While conducting the autopsy Dr. Wagner stated 

Wilma had suffered two stab wounds to the neck area. Dr. Wagner stated both wounds were caused by 

a sharp object, possibly a knife. Dr. Wagner stated one of the wounds was approximately an inch and 

half deep while the other was approximately 3 inches deep and was probably the fatal wound. Dr. 

Wagner noted Wilma sustained a fracture nose, contusions to the left side of her face, left chest, left 

ear, posterior head, lower lip, right ear, abrasion to the right thumb and a contusion to the nail bed. Dr. 

Wagner ruled the cause of death as a homicide. 
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(28) On Thursday, July 1, 2021, Detectives Emerick and Rowlands conducted an interview of Noah 

Hoover. Noah is the neighbor of Wilma Ball, who resides at 400 lane 200 E Lake James. This residence is 

located directly northeast of Wilma's residence. Noah stated his brother, Matthew Hoover, could have 

something to do with the death of Wilma. Emerick asked Noah what he meant. Noah stated his brother 

Matthew, who is approximately 28 years of age, had resided with Noah at the residence on Lane 200 E 

Lake James. Noah stated Matthew quit his job and left the residence the day after the homicide. Noah 

stated Matthew stole his parents' truck and drove down to Yorktown, Indiana. Noah stated Matthew 

went to his father's residence which is located in Anderson, Indiana. Noah stated from what he 

understood, Matthew walked from Yorktown to Anderson, leaving the truck parked at a residence his 

stepfather, Morris Butler owns near Yorktown. Noah stated when Matthew arrived in Anderson he was 

dehydrated and his father, Brad Hoover, took him for medical attention. Upon completion of the 

interview Noah left the Sheriff's office. 

(29) On July 1, 2021 Detectives Emerick and Rowlands from the Steuben County Sheriff's office along 

with Detectives Smith and Quick with the Indiana State police went to 714 Vineyard St., Anderson, IN in 

an attempt to locate Matthew Hoover for an interview. Emerick contacted Matthew Davis, identified as 

Bradley Hoovers boyfriend. Matthew Davis stated Matthew Hoover was not at the residence and he 

believed Matthew was with his mother and stepfather's residence near Yorktown, Indiana. Emerick had 

earlier obtained an address of 3501 N. County Rd. 850 W. for a residence belonging to Morris Butler. 

Emerick had Detectives Smith and Quick go to the address near Yorktown in an attempt to contact 

Matthew Hoover. Detective Quick contacted Detective Rowlands and stated they had located Matthew 

Hoover at the 3501 N. County Rd. 850 W. residence. Detective Emerick and Rowlands went to the 

address and contacted Matthew. Rowlands asked Matthew if he would be willing to come to the 

Delaware County Sheriff's office for an interview. Matthew stated he would. 

(30) Upon arrival at the Sheriff's office Matthew was read his statement of rights, which he stated he 

understood and agreed to talk to Emerick and Rowlands regarding the death investigation of Wilma Ball. 

Emerick read Matthew a consent to obtain a bodily substance from his person for DNA evidentiary 

purposes. Matthew agreed to a DNA sample being taken. Emerick obtained a DNA buccal swab from 

Matthew Hoover, which was later placed into evidence. 

(31) Emerick asked Matthew where he was currently living, which he responded 714 Vinyard St., 

Anderson, IN with his father Bradley Hoover. Emerick asked Matthew prior to living in Anderson, Indiana 

had he lived in Angola, Indiana. Matthew stated he moved to Angola, Indiana on Lake James 

approximately 2 to 3 years ago where he lived with his mother Molly Butler and his stepfather, Morris 

Butler. Matthew stated the address was 400 lane 200 E Lake James. 

(32) Emerick asked Matthew how he was employed. Matthew stated he had been employed as a CNA at 

Lakeland Rehab and Healthcare Center located in Angola, Indiana. Emerick asked Matthew how long he 

had been a CNA for, which he responded 5 to 6 years. Emerick asked Matthew how long he had worked 

for Lakeland Healthcare, which he responded a little over a year. Matthew stated he worked third shift 

from 10:00 PM to 6:00 AM. Emerick asked Matthew if he was still employed at Lakeland Healthcare, 

which he responded no, he had quit last Tuesday or Wednesday of the previous week. This would have 

been June 22nd or 23rd. 

(33) Emerick asked Matthew what his work schedule was. Matthew was unsure of when he worked and 

what days he had off. Matthew thought he worked on Thursday, June 17 and Friday, June 18. Matthew 
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believed he was off Saturday, June 19 Sunday, June 20 and would have went back to work on Monday, 

June 21 or maybe Tuesday June 22nd. However, Matthew was uncertain of those exact dates. Matthew 

stated they had recently changed schedules at work, so he was uncertain of the correct rotation. 

(34) Emerick spoke to Matthew about the weekend prior to June 22 and June 23 and his whereabouts. 

Matthew believed he was off work on Saturday and Sunday. Matthew stated his normal routine would 

have been to buy a case of beer, drink part of it on Saturday and the rest on Sunday and on Monday 

recover from his hangover. Matthew stated typically he stays in his room and plays on his Xbox or 

watches videos. Matthew denied going anywhere. Matthew stated a storm came through the area 

during this time frame which knocked out the power. Emerick asked Matthew what his routine would've 

been for Tuesday, June 22. Matthew stated he believes he was home and may have watched the movies 

Godzilla and or Mortal Kombat, which are each two hours in length. Matthew also stated he may have 

been playing the game Mass Effect on his Xbox and believes he was talking to numerous relatives off 

and on throughout the night. 

(35) Emerick asked Matthew what occurred on Wednesday, June 23. Matthew stated he observed 

numerous Police Officers across the street at a residence. Emerick asked Matthew if he knew Wilma 

Ball, the female who lived at the residence. Matthew stated he did not know her but knew she lived 

there and would wave at her when she was outside. Matthew denied ever being inside of her residence 

or having any type of relationship with Wilma. Matthew was uncertain of any friends or family members 

of Wilma. 

(36) Emerick asked Matthew when he left Angola and came to Yorktown. Matthew stated he left 

Wednesday evening around 9 to 9:20 PM. Matthew stated he took his parents truck and drove to 

Yorktown. Matthew stated he stayed at the residence in Yorktown, which is owned by Morris Butler. 

Matthew stated on Thursday morning, he left the residence and walked to Anderson where his father 

Bradley Hoover lives. Matthew stated the truck was nearly out of gas which is the reason he walked. 

Emerick asked Matthew if he obtained any rides or called anybody for a ride. Matthew stated he walked 

the entire distance; however, he was picked up by an older gentleman and dropped off at a gas station. 

Matthew stated when he arrived in Anderson he was dehydrated and his father took him to get some 

medical attention. While speaking with Matthew, Emerick observed a few scratches on Matthew's arms 

and hands. The scratches were minor and were almost healed. Matthew stated he got them from 

walking to Anderson. 

(37) Emerick asked Matthew why he quit his job and left Angola and drove to Yorktown. Matthew stated 

he was just tired of everything happening at work with other employees. Matthew stated he had just 

had enough of it and decided to leave. 

(38) Emerick asked Matthew what he had heard about Wilma's death. Matthew stated he had heard she 

was found dead inside of the house possibly with a stab wound and there was blood. Matthew stated 

his stepfather Morris, had briefly gone inside the residence when Wilma's two friends found her. 

(39) Throughout the interview Emerick asked Matthew several times if he had ever been inside of 

Wilma's residence. Each time Matthew denied ever being inside of Wilma's residence or on her 

property. Emerick asked Matthew several times if he had killed or stabbed Wilma. Each time Matthew 

denied he had anything to do with Wilma's death. Shortly, thereafter the interview was concluded and 

Matthew was taken back to the residence near Yorktown. 
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(40) Among other items, Detective Emerick delivered the Michelob Ultra beer can identified in above 

Paragraph 13 and the DNA standards of Wilma Ball and Matthew Hoover to the Indiana State Police 

Laboratory Biology Unit for potential DNA testing. 

(41) On August 4, 2021, Detective Emerick received DNA test results (Certificate of Analysis) relating to 

the comparison of DNA samples taken from the Michelob Ultra beer can to the DNA standards Wilma 

Ball and Matthew Hoover. The Certificate of Analysis was authored by ISP forensic scientist Meredith 

Livingston and indicated the following RESULTS/OPINIONS/INTERPRETATIONS: 

Item 002 	 Beer can: Blood was indicated by presumptive testing. Two 
samples were retained as item 002A. 

Item 002A 	 Item 002A1  
The DNA profile was interpreted as originating from a single individual. 

• The DNA profile is at least 1 trillion times more likely if it 
originated from Matthew Hoover than if it originated from 
an unknown, unrelated individual. 

• Statistical analysis provides very strong support for the 
inclusion of Matthew Hoover. 

Item 002A2  
The DNA profile was interpreted as a mixture of two individuals. 

• The DNA profile is at least 1 trillion times more likely if it 
originated from Wilma Ball and Matthew Hoover than if it 
originated from two unknown, unrelated individuals. 

• Statistical analysis provides very strong support for the 
inclusion of Matthew Hoover and Wilma Ball. 

(42) As noted in Paragraph 35 above, Matthew Hoover has denied ever being inside of Wilma Ball's 

residence or having any type of relationship with Wilma Ball. As the DNA profile of Matthew Hoover was 

found on the beer can inside the residence where Wilma Ball was murdered, Emerick believes there is 

probable cause to arrest Matthew Hoover for the murder of Wilma Ball which occurred at 395 Ln 200 E 

Lake James, Angola, Indiana on or about between the dates of June 22 and 23, 2021. 
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